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Guido Bortoni
President of the Italian Regulatory Authority for Energy, Network and Environment (ARERA)

Born in Pavia in 1960. Took a degree with honours in electrical engineering and a postgraduate 
Master’s Degree in MBA at the MIP-Milan Polytechnic. President of the Italian Regulatory Authority for 
Electricity Gas and Water since February 2011. Member of the Board of Regulators of the Agency for 
the Cooperation of National Energy Regulators (ACER) from September 2015 to August 2017. 
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of the Administrative Board of ACER from December 2009 to August 2015. Vice-President of The Council of European 
Energy Regulators (CEER) from March 2012 to February 2013. From January 2009 to January 2011: Chief Executive at 
the Department of Energy of the Italian Ministry for Economic Development. 
Member of the Board of Directors of RSE S.p.A. – a company active in the research on the energy system. President 
of the Committee for the emergency in the natural gas sector; Member of the Technical Committee on Greenhouse 
Gas Emission (CTE). From 1998 to 2008, served at the Italian Regulatory Authority. In 2007 he was appointed Central 
Manager, Head of the Markets Department (Electricity and Natural Gas). In the past, he worked abroad, in France and 
USA, in the energy sector.

Laurent Capely
Expert in charge of the operation of electrical systems at EDF SEI

Laurent Capely joined EDF SEI’s Central Functions since June 2016 as a Dynamic Systems 
Operation Attaché. He supports the operational teams in charge of the management of the system 
to reinforce its safety. Previously, he started his career in 1994 at EDF R&D, where he was in charge 
of various projects ranging from the development of services around batteries for electric vehicles

to the construction of electricity access offerings in rural areas of developing countries. From 2008, he led the R&D 
projects of EDF SEI dealing with the impact of the insertion of renewable energies in the systems.

Judicaël Ambach Albertini 
Head of unit of the Energy Observatory of Corsica

Judicaël Ambach Albertini obtained a multi-disciplinary engineering degree from Ecole Nationale 
Supérieure d’Arts et Métiers (France, 2004) and obtained a Master in renewable energy from the 
Corsica ENSAM Institute (Bastia, France, 2009). In his current position at AUE, he leads the Regional 
Observatory of Energy and Greenhouse Gas (OREGES) within the AUE Energy/Transport and Mobility

 department. He is also in charge of the corsican energy multi-year energy plan elaboration.

Jean-François Carenco
President of the French Regulator (CRE)

After graduating from ENA in 1979 (promotion «Michel de l’Hospital»), he was appointed Advisor to 
the Administrative Tribunal of Marseille. He served as director general of the district of Montpellier 
between 1985 and 1988, before being deputy secretary general for economic affairs (1988-1990), 
then secretary general of New Caledonia (1990-1991). Sub-prefect in 1991, he is secretary  general of
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Nikolaos Chatziargyriou
Chairman and CEO of the Hellenic Distribution Network Operator S.A. (HEDNO S.A.)

Nikos D. Chatziargyriou is Chairman and CEO of the Hellenic Distribution Network Operator S.A. (HEDNO 
S.A.) since April 2015. 
He is full professor in Power Systems at the Power Division of the Electrical and Computer Engineering 
Department of the National Technical University of Athens (NTUA), director of the Energy Systems at

Laboratory and founder of the SmartRue research unit. 
He is Chairman of the European Technology and Innovation Platform for Smart Network for the Energy Transition (ETIP 
SNET) and member of the Energy Committee of the Athens Academy of Science.
He was executive Vice-chairman (2007-2010) and Deputy CEO (2007-2012) of the Public Power Corporation S.A. (PPC 
S.A.), responsible for Transmission and Distribution, Island DNO and the Center of Testing, Research and Prototyping, 
Chairman of PPC Telecommunications, Vice-chairman of PPC-Renewables S.A. (2007-2010) and Vice-president of the 
Centre of Renewable Energy Sources in Greece (CRES).
He is Fellow Member of the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE), past Chairman of the Power System 
Dynamic Performance Committee (PSDP), honorary member of CIGRE, Chairman of the strategic CIGRE WG Networks 
of the Future and past Chairman of CIGRE SC C6 Distribution Systems and Dispersed Generation. 
He is included in the 2016 and 2017 top 1% most cited researchers.

Philippe Dunoyer
Member of Parliament, New Caledonia

Territorial official of New Caledonia, Philippe Dunoyer was a member of the various governments of 
New Caledonia deriving from the Nouméa Agreement from June 2009 to June 2014. Upon his return 
to the New Caledonian Executive in April 2016, until August 2017, he is again spokesperson and 
in charge of relations with the Congress, and is also responsible for the budget, housing, energy,

digital development, questions related to communication audiovisual, monetary and credit issues.
Since April 2014, Philippe Dunoyer is also 3rd deputy mayor of Nouméa in charge of the budget and intercommunality.
In the parliamentary elections of June 2017, Philippe Dunoyer was elected deputy of the 1st constituency of New 
Caledonia for the Caledonian party Calédonie ensemble. 

the prefecture of Yvelines (1991-1996). Appointed Prefect of Saint Pierre and Miquelon in 1996, he successively served 
as Prefect of Tarn-et-Garonne (1997-1999), then Prefect of the Guadeloupe region (1999-2002), and Prefect of the 
Haute-Savoie (2002-2004). He then heads the office of Mr. Jean-Louis BORLOO at the Ministry of Employment, Labor, 
Social Cohesion and Housing (June 2005 to July 2006), before being appointed Prefect of the Haute-Normandie region, 
Prefect of Seine-Maritime, from July 2006 to May 2007 then Prefect of the Midi-Pyrenees region, Prefect of Haute-
Garonne (2007-2008).
From 2008 to 2010, Jean-François CARENCO heads the cabinet of Mr. Jean-Louis BORLOO, Minister of State for 
Ecology, Energy, Sustainable Development and Regional Planning until 2009 where he was also in charge of the Climate 
Negotiations.
On 2010, he was appointed Prefect of the Rhône-Alpes region, Prefect of the Rhône. At the same time, in October 2013, 
he is in charge of the «Second Chance Pack» mission to fight against delinquency by the Minister delegated to the City. 
Then in March 2015, he was appointed Prefect of the Ile-de-France region, Prefect of Paris.

Catherine Edwige
Commissioner of the French Regulator (CRE)

Ms. EDWIGE holds a degree from INSA Lyon and has spent her entire professional career in the 
energy distribution sector. Her expertise on the subjects of electricity and gas is coupled with a 
great experience of local authorities, especially those of the island areas. Former member of the 
executive committee of GRDF where she was appointed in 2008, Mrs EDWIGE has also been director

of the Rhône Alpes Burgundy and Mediterranean regions. From 2008 to 2011, she held the position of Director of 
Business Process. She contributed to the creation of the GDF SUEZ distribution subsidiary on the topics of management 
and business management. From 2004 to 2007, Mrs. EDWIGE directs the Mediterranean region where she ensures 
the preparation of the opening of the markets and leads the transformation of the distributor in this region. At the GDF-
EDF center in Cannes, where she has been director between 2000 and 2004, she has managed an electricity and 
gas distribution center that serves 300,000 electricity customers and 200,000 gas customers. It is in her functions of 
EDF production manager of Guadeloupe, from 1998 to 2000, that Mrs EDWIGE has acquired significant experience on 
the subjects of electricity generation at the best price conditions on island territories, i.e. non-interconnected zones.



Joan Groizard Payeras
Director-General for Energy and Climate Change of the Regional Government of the Balearic Islands.

He holds a BA and Master’s degree in Engineering (Energy and the Environment) from the University 
of Cambridge, and has worked as a renewable energy engineer for a solar and wind farm developer, 
as well as a technical and strategic consultant in a low carbon energy systems consultancy for clients 
including electrical system operators or the Committee on Climate Change in the United Kingdom.

He has taken part in climate policy drafting for the Balearic, Spanish and European Green Parties and is currently 
working on making the technical, social and economic energy transition possible in the Balearic Islands.

Fernando Hernandez Jiménez-Casquet
Director General for Energy of the Spanish National Regulatory Authority, the National Commission for 
Markets and Competition. 

He is also Chair of ACER and CEER Electricity Working Group (European Agency for the Cooperation in 
Energy Regulation and European Council of Energy Regulators).
He is a lawyer and economist with a Masters Degree in European Studies from the College of Europe

in Bruges and a Masters in Economics from Harvard University. He is also a career civil servant of the Spanish Corps of 
Economists of the Central Government, with professional experience in economic policy and regulation at the Spanish 
Ministry of Finance, The Prime Minister’s Cabinet and the World Bank.

Nektaria Karakatsani
Member of the Board of the Greek energy regulator (RAE)

Nektaria Karakatsani is a member of the Board of the Greek energy regulator (RAE), and an alternate 
member at CEER and the ACER Board of Regulators. She is representing RAE at the collaboration with 
the European Commission for the implementation of key energy reforms. She holds a PhD in Energy 
Economics from London Business School and an MSc from Oxford University. She has worked as an

energy consultant in the British market and an advisor on regulatory reforms for UK institutions. Her work has mainly 
focused on the econometric modelling of electricity prices in the context of risk management and on the impact 
assessment of regulatory changes. She has also worked on the interaction between electricity and gas markets and on 
behavioural finance issues, including the impact of sentiment indicators on stock returns. She joined RAE in 2008 as 
a specialized market analyst, developing market monitoring tools and market codes. She has published her research 
in influential journals, including Energy Economics, Journal of Forecasting, Oxford Handbook of Economic Forecasting 
and Journal of Non-linear Dynamics and Econometrics. She has been teaching forecasting, business statistics and 
econometrics at LBS, LSE and City University. 

Guy Fabre
Deputy Executive Director of the Territorial Action in charge of Overseas at the French Environment and 
Energy Management Agency (ADEME)

Guy Fabre holds a Degree in Agronomy from the engineering school ENITA Dijon as well a Masters 
Degree from the University of Nancy. From 1983 to 1987 he was successively project manager at 
COSTIC on Greenhouse Solar Heating Technology and project manager at the Ministry of Crafts

on a training program for craftsmen on renewable energies. He then held management positions within the French 
Environment and Energy Management Agency as regional Delegate Auvergne of 1987-1996, deputy Director in Rhône-
Alpes from 1997 to 2005, Director Rhône-Alpes from 2006 to 2010 and Director of the Regional Action South and 
Overseas from 2010 to 2017. He is now Deputy Executive Director of the Territorial Action in charge of Overseas.
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Annick Girardin
Minister for Overseas

Annick Girardin was born on August 3, 1964 in Saint-Malo. She began her career as an education 
advisor attached to the Youth and Sports Ministry. In 2000, she and her team launched the local political 
movement «Cap sur l’Avenir». Elected in 2000 territorial councillor and then municipal councillor in 2001, 
Annick Girardin became Saint-Pierre and Miquelon deputy in 2007. She was reappointed to this mandate

in 2012 and joined the executive council of the Left Radical Party. In April 2014, she joined the Government as Secretary 
of State for Development and La Francophonie before being appointed in February 2016 as Minister of Civil Service. 
After the presidential election of May 2017, she is appointed Minister for Overseas.
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Robin McCormick
Direction for Operations, Planning and Innovation EirGrid Group and General Manager, SONI Ltd

Robin McCormick has extensive experience in the power industry in a regulated utility environment. He 
was jointly responsible for establishing the Single Electricity Market Operator, an all-island wholesale 
electricity market in Ireland. The current focus is to establish a new market i-SEM in compliance with 
the European Energy Directive. He has been recently appointed as EirGrid Group Executive Director

responsible for Operations, Planning and Innovation. He has participated in the board to establish ENTSO-E - the 
transmission system operators’ regional association. 
Robin is a fellow of the Institution of Engineering and Technology, a Member of the IET Engineering Policy Group-
Northern Ireland and IoD. He holds an MBA from the University of Ulster, Jordanstown and an MSc from Napier University 
Edinburgh.

Vitor Marques
Director of Costs and Revenues of the Portuguese Energy Regulatory Authority (ERSE)

After a stint in banking sector as an intern, he began his career, also as an intern at ERSE (the 
Portuguese Energy Regulatory Authority) in 1997. Since, 2013 he is the Head of Division of the 
«Costs and Revenues» at ERSE.
As responsible for this division, he has as main functions to define the yearly revenues to be recovered

through the regulated companies from the electric and natural gas sectors through the ERSE’s tariffs and the economic 
parameters for the regulatory period. As ERSE’s representative, he is an active member of the CEER’s DS Working 
Group.
Vitor Marques specialized in economic regulation both because of his professional activity and because several Secretary 
of researches developed and published. 
Recently, he developed decision models applied to the regulatory environment and to the innovation in the energy 
sector. The theme of smart grids is one of the main topics of these studies.

From 1993 to 1995, she worked as a technical adviser at the French Foreign Minister’s Private Office. She has 
been posted to Jakarta (1990-1992), Dakar (1995-1999), Rabat (1999-2002) and from August 2002 to July 2007, 
Washington D.C., where she worked as Head of the Press and Information Service at the French Embassy. After working 
as Head of the North Africa Department (2007-2008), she was appointed Deputy Director of the Middle East and North 
Africa Directorate at the Quai d’Orsay (2008-2009).
She was Human Resources Director at the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs from 2009 to 2011, and in November 
2011, Director-General for Administration and Modernization at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
Ms Nathalie Loiseau was appointed Director of the French National School of Public Administration (ENA) on 3rd October 
2012, a position she held until June 2017.

Nathalie Loiseau
Minister for European Affairs

Nathalie Loiseau, born 1 June 1964, Minister Plenipotentiary, is a graduate of the Paris Institute of Political 
Studies and of the French National Institute for Oriental Languages and Civilisations (INALCO), in Chinese.
She joined the French Foreign Ministry in 1986 and among other positions, has worked at 
the Press and Communication Directorate, Asia Directorate and United Nations Directorate.

In June 2017, he is nominated as Secretary of State, attached to the Ministre d’État, Minister for the Ecological and 
Inclusive Transition, Nicolas Hulot.

Sébastien Lecornu
Secretary of State, attached to the Ministre d’État, Minister for the Ecological and Inclusive Transition

Sebastien Lecornu holds a Master of Public Law from Panthéon-Assas University. From 2009 to 2012, 
he acted as advisor to Bruno le Maire, Minister of Agriculture before joining the National Secretary of 
the UMP from May 2013 to October 2014. Sebastien Lecornu was also Mayor of Vernon (2014-2015) 
and President of the County Council of Eure, since 2015.
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Phyllis Micallef
Head of Regulation and EU Affairs of the Maltese regulator (REWS)

Phyllis Micallef is the head of Regulation and EU Affairs  of the Regulator for Energy and Water Services 
since January 2017. Joined the  Malta Resources Authority (MRA), then the NRA , in June 2005 and 
moved with the Regulator for Energy and Water Service who took the over the energy regulatory 
functions of the MRA in  July 2015. 

Duarte Ponte
Chairman of Electricidade dos Açores 

Duarte José Botelho da Ponte is a Chemical Engineer by the University of Oporto, Portugal and has a 
PhD by the University of Wageningen, Netherlands.
Duarte Ponte is an Associate Professor of the University of Azores, since 1990, and was the Head of 
the Department of the Agricultural Engineer (1990-1994) and a “Pro-Rector” for the Science, Planning

and Research of the University of Azores (1991-1996).
He was a supervisor of different thesis of master and PhD degree and was responsible for different post-doc scholarships.
He was the Secretary of Economy of the Government of Azores (1996-2008).
Since 2009, he is the President of The Institute of Technological Innovation of Azores and a member of the corporate 
bodies of APREN, ELECPOR and Wave Center.
Since 2011, he has been the Chairman of the Board of The Electricidade dos Açores and of EDA Renováveis.

Cristina Portugal
Chair of the Portuguese Energy Regulatory Authority (ERSE)

Cristina Portugal was appointed Chair of the Portuguese Energy Regulatory Authority (ERSE) in May 
2017, following her initial appointment to ERSE’s Executive Board in June 2016.
Prior to joining ERSE’s Board, she served as President of ERSE’s Tariff Council (2011-2016), as Member 
and, from 2015, President, of the Civil Institute of Advertising and Commercial Communications’

Ethics Jury (2003-2016), as Vice President of the Consumer Institute (2000-2003) and as Lawyer (till 2016). 
She holds a degree in Law (University of Lisbon, Law School, 1988) and a Post Graduate Degree in EU Community Law 
(Lisbon Catholic University, Law School, 1990).

Dominique Ristori
Director-General Energy European Commission

Dominique Ristori has been working in the European Commission since 1978 where he has 
held several positions. Prior to his current position, he was Deputy Director General of the 
Directorate General for Energy, in charge of nuclear energy policy, in particular the development 
of the EU legal framework and international relations (2006–2010). Whilst Director in charge of

General Affairs and Resources at Directorate-General for Energy and Transport, he was responsible for interinstitutional 
relations; enlargement and international relations; coordination of energy and transport research; internal market, state 
aids, infringements and public service obligations; passengers’ and users’ rights; central management of human and 
budgetary resources (2000-2006). Between 1996 and 1999, he was Director in charge of European Energy Policy 
at Directorate-General for Energy. In the period of 1990–1996, Dominique Ristori was in charge of transnational 
cooperation between SMEs at the Directorate-General for Enterprise policy. Dominique Ristori graduated from the 
Institute of Political Studies of Paris (1975). 

Phyllis worked as an engineer with the local vertically integrated energy utility then Enemalta Corporation on electricity 
network development projects for thirteen years between 1992 and 2005. Experience in policy making and  regulation 
of utilities. Phyllis is presently also the alternate member for the Regulator for Energy and Water Services in the ACER 
Board of Regulators and observer in CEER.
Obtained an Executive Master of Business Administration (MBA)-Faculty of Economics, Management and Accountancy, 
University of Malta, in 2002 and  Degree of Bachelor of Engineering (Honours)  Engineering Department, University of 
Malta in 1992.



Eric Scotto
President of Akuo Energy

Eric Scotto is a dedicated entrepreneur and skilled investor concerned with climate change. After 10 
years in information technology, 2 years in finance, and a first success in entrepreneurship, he gives 
his career a boost with the creation of Perfect Wind and has a first 54 MW wind farm built in 2004. 
Perfect Wind becomes a leader in producing electricity from renewable energy and is purchased in

2006 by Iberdrola, the then world number one in wind energy production.
In 2007 he cofounds Akuo Energy, today’s French leading independent renewable energy producer with 1100 MW of 
capacity in operation or under construction at the end of 2016 and 250 employees. In 2010 the group inaugurates on 
Reunion Island its first photovoltaic farm,combining energy production and agriculture on the same site. Since this first 
success story, Eric Scotto has never stopped developing innovative power stations in the whole world with the ambition 
of proposing energy mixes adapted to each geographical zone (wind farms, solar or hydraulic power plants, biomass 
units) and their combination with storage solutions. He is at the initiative of the Agrinergie concept which associates 
solar power generation to environmentally friendly farming. In 2017, Akuo initiates its own crowdlending platform, 
Akuocoop. This tool aims at strengthening cooperation among local actors and Akuo Energy.
In 2011, Eric Scotto takes part in the creation of Akuo Foundation. The Foundation shares the values of Akuo Energy 
group based on integrity, education, innovation, togetherness and making a difference in contributing to a better world. 
It aims at providing environmental and social answers to underprivileged communities.
Eric Scotto holds a Masters in History from the University of Paris Panthéon Sorbonne.
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Jorge Vasconcelos
Chairman of NEWES, New Energy Solutions

Energy entrepreneur, consultant to several international organizations and national authorities, invited 
professor at the Technical University of Lisbon, MIT/Portugal Program.
First chairman of the Portuguese Energy Regulatory Authority. Co-founder and first chairman of the 
Council of European Energy Regulators. Co-founder of the Ibero-American Association of Energy

Regulatory Authorities (ARIAE). Founder and member of the Executive Committee of the Florence School of Regulation. 
Prior to the regulatory experience, he worked in industry and at several European universities. Author and editor of 
several books and articles. Graduated in power systems from Porto University and got the Dr.-Ing. degree from the 
University of Erlangen-Nuremberg.

Virginie Schwarz
Energy Director at the Ministry for the Ecological and Inclusive Transition

Chief Engineer at the Ecole des Mines, Virginie Schwarz worked in the Regional Directorate of 
Industry and Research of Ile-de-France as a person in charge of industrial development from 
1996 to 1999. She then joined the Department of Electricity in the Directorate General for Energy 
and Materials (former DGEC) of the Ministry of Industry. In 2003, she returned to the Environment

and Energy Management Agency (ADEME) as Deputy Operations Director Energy, Air, Noise and then moved to New York 
from 2007 to 2009 in the Environment and Energy Group of the United Nations Development Program (UNDP).
Back in France, she joined the executive direct of Ademe programs before being promoted in 2013 to the position of 
Deputy Director General of the Agency.
In September 2014, Virginie Schwarz was appointed head of the Energy Department at the Ministry of Ecological and 
Solidarity Transition.

Rune Schmidt
Managing Director of Ærø Energy & Environment Office located at the Danish Island Ærø

Rune has more than 10 years’ experience working with energy planning, community owned wind 
turbine projects and retrofitting of buildings. He has furthermore been working as research coordinator 
at the national Danish energy research program ForskEL and as national contact for the ERA-NET 
Smart Grid program.

Rune Schmidt has a Master Degree of Technological and Socio-Economic Planning (Cand.techn.soc.)
Besides his engagement at Ærø Energy & Environment Office he is a member of various committees and boards in the 
energy sector, such as Municipal Committee of Sustainable Energy at Ærø, the Danish Wind Turbine Owner’s Association, 
Ærø Vind 4 I/S (local wind turbine co-operative).



Mechthild Wörsdörfer
Director at the European Commission’s Directorate General for Energy, in charge of renewables, 
research and innovation, energy efficiency. 

Between 2014 and 2017, as a Director in the same Directorate-General, she was responsible for 
energy policy, international relations, legal aspects and economic analysis. In that function she notably 
managed the development of the Energy Union Framework Strategy, the Governance and external

aspects. Prior to that Ms Wörsdörfer worked as head of the policy unit in DG Energy, in particular on the 2030 Energy 
and Climate Framework. Before, she pursued a long career at DG Enterprise & Industry in the area of competitiveness 
and SME policies. Between 1999–2004 she worked in the Cabinet of Erkki Liikanen, the European Commissioner for 
Enterprise Policy and Information Society.
Ms Wörsdörfer studied Economics at the University of Heidelberg and the University of Montpellier and completed her 
studies with a Master in European Economics at the Free University of Brussels. 
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